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other light articles.   The fall value of an invention,
really beneficial, seldom developes itself at once,
and it was reserved for another member of the
Corporation of Cutlers of Hallamshire, Mr. Joseph
Hancock, to show to what other uses the copper,
plated in this method, might be applied, and how
successfully it was possible to imitate the finest
and richest embossed plate, Mr, Hancock em-
ployed copper, plated with silver, in the manu-
facture of candlesticks, tea-pots, waiters, and
most of the old decorations of the sideboard,
which previously to his time had been formed only
of wrought silver. The importance of this dis-
covery now began to be fully understood ; various
companies were formed; workmen were easily
procured from among the ingenious mechanics of
Sheffield; while the streams and the falls of the
Don and the Sheaf furnished a powerful agent for
rolling out the metals in mills erected for the
purpose* Birmingham, the great toy-shop of
Europe, as it has been significantly called, early
obtained a share in this splendid and lucrative
manufacture; "but the honour of the invention
belongs to Sheffield, and that place still stands
unrivalled in the extent to which the manufacture
is carried, and in the elegance and durability of its
productions, The term! Sheffield plate, forma a
passport to every market, and1 inspires confidence in
every dealer. The introduction of this new branch
of trade naturally gave to Sheffield a share ill'the
manufacture of silver plate, properly so called,
and that the manufacturers might be relieved
'from the necessity of sending their goods to be